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or tHe nt, i t 
Life, CharaQter, and Writings 1 
OF 
r. John Locke. 
R. JohN Locke was born a ths Ys 5 5 


1632, at Wrington, near Briſtol; where he 
was baptized Auguſt 29th. His Father's 
Name was Joan Locke, originally of 
Pensford, in the County of Buckingham ; a Gentle- | 
man well vers'd in the Law, tho' it was not his parti» 2 
cular Profeſſion, and a Captain in the Parliament's | " 
Army, in the Time of the Civil War; by Which, 
tis thought, he loft a great Part of his Subſtance: For _— 
he was reputed a Man of great Probity and Oecenem , f 
1 22: ooo 
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4 The Live, CHARACTER, Ge. 

and it was well known he received 4 much larger Eſ- 
tate from his Parents than deſcended to his Son. He 

had no Daughters, and only two Sons; the younger 
died in his Minority, and the elder was our ingenious 
and learned Author. He imbib'd the firſt Rudiments 
of his extraordinary Learning at He/tmin/ter School. 
From thence he was remov'd in 165 1, to Chri/?'s-Church 
College, Oxon. February 14, 1655, he took the 
Degree of Batchelor of Arts, and that of Maſter June 
29, 1658, The Reading of Des Cartes inclin'd him 
firſt to the Study of Philoſophy, He very much diſ- 
approved of the common Courſe of Studies in the Uni- 
verſity; „ becauſe, ſays Mr. Bayle, nothing was 
e taught there but the Ariſtotelian Philoſophy, em- 

de baraſs'd with obſcure Terms and uſeleſs Queſtions ; 
& and he had a great Averſion to the Diſputes of the 
« School, at that Time much in Uſe.” However, 
he vigorouſly purſued his Studies, applying himſelf in 
particular to that of Phyſic; not with any Deſign of 
practiſing as a Phyſician, but, perhaps, principally for 
the Benefit of his own Conſtitution, which was but 
weak. Yet his Proficiency in the Science enabled him 
to be of excellent Uſe to ſeveral of his Acquaintance, 
particularly to the late famous Earl of Shaftsbury, than 

Lord A/bley, with whom he became acquainted while 
he was at Oxford, And we find he gain'd ſuch Ef- 
teem for his Skill, even amongſt the moſt eminent Phy- 
ſicians of his Time, that Dr. Thomas Sydenham, in 
his Book entitled, Obſervationes Medicæ circa Mor- 
borum acutorum Hiftoriam & Curationem, gives him 
a high Encomium in theſe Words: You know, 
„ ſays he, likewiſe, how much my Method has been 
"DP _ of by a —"— who has examin'd it to- 
es the. 
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| of Mr. JOHN LOCKE. 5 
“ the Bottom, and who is our common Friend, 7 
cc mean, Mr. Joun Locke, who, if we conſider 
ce his Genius, and penetrating and exact Judgment, 
« or the Strictneſs of his Morals, has ſcarce any Su- 
« perior, and few Equals now living.“ He was very 
often ſaluted by his Acquaintance with the Title, tho' 
he never took the Degree, of Docter of Phyſic. Let 
us now take a View of him in his public Capacity. 


Sir William Swan being appointed Envoy from the 


Engliſh Court to the Elector of Brandenburg, and ſome 
other German Princes, Mr. Lock attended him in 
the Quality of his Secretary, 1664, and returning to 
England again, within the Year, he re-apply'd him- 
ſelf to his Studies, and, in particular, to that of Natural 
Philoſophy, 


In 1668, the Earl of Northumberland intending a 
Journey to Rome, Mr. Locks accompany'd him into 
France, with his Counteſs, whom he left with Mr. 
Lock when he proceeded on his Journey. But, upon 
their receiving the News of the Earl's Death before he 
reached his Port, they return'd to England. 


Mr. Lock Eſtill retain'd his Student's Place at Chris- 
Church, Oxon, where he ſometimes reſided, but moſt- 
ly at the Lord 4/bley's, then Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer. In the Years 1670, and 71, heenter'd upon writ- 
ing his Eſſay on Human Underſtanding, but the Inter- 
vention of other Affairs hinder'd him from finiſhing it 


at that Time. 1t is ſuppos'd to be about this Time he 


was made a Fellow of the Royal Society. 
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In 1672, his noble Friend and Patron, Lord Aſhley, 
now Earl of Shaftsbury, and Lord Chancellor of En- 
| gland, made him Secretary of the Preſentations ; but 
upon the Earl's reſigning the Great Seal, 1673, Mr. 
Locks was deprived of his Place : For they had both 
render'd: themſelves obnoxious to the Court, by watch- 
ing the Steps, and oppoling the Deſigns of the Catholick 
Party; which they fail'd not afterwards to purſue as far 
as they were able. Yet Mr. Lock E was made Secre- 
tary to a Commiſſion of Trade, in the ſame Year, a 
Place ſaid to be worth Five Hundred Pounds per Annum. 
but the Commiſſion being diſſolv'd, December 1674, he 
was again ftripp'd of his Office, and February the 6th fol- 
lowing he took the Degree of Batchelor of Phyſick. 


In the Summer Seaſon, 167 5, finding himſelf ſome- 
thing conſumptive, he went to Montpellier, in France, 


for the Sake of his Health ; where he ſtay'd ſome Time, 


and where, as well as at Paris in his Return, he con- 


tracted an Acquaintance with ſeveral of the moſt famous 
Men of that  Kinglom. 


in 1679, the Earl of Shaftsbury was reſtor'd to Fa- 
vour at Court, and conſtituted Preſident of the Coun- 
cil,, whereupon he ſent for Mr. Locks to London, but 
not long after the Earl was depriv'd of his Poſt, and 
commited to the Tower, and being diſcharg'd, Decem- 
ber 1682, he retir'd to Holland. Mr. Lock E ſoon 
after follow'd him thither, and after he had been ſeve- 
ral Months abſent he was accus'd at Court of having 
Iibell'd the Government in certain Tracts, which after- 
wards proved to be writ by another Perſon, but how- 
ever he was proſecuted ſo far in his Abſence as to be de- 
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of Mr. JOHN LOCk Ek. 5 
priv'd of his Place of Student at Chriſt s- Church. King 

Charles II. dying February 6, 1685, Mr. William Pen, 
who had contracted an Acquaintance with him at Chriſt- 
Church, made uſe of his Intereſt with King James II. 
to procure his Pardon, and had certainly ſucceeded,. had 
not Mr. Locke, perhaps, alittle too haſtily anſwer'd, 
< He had no Occaſion for a Pardon, ſince he had not 
66 been guilty of any Crime.“ 


May 168 5, King Fames underſtanding the Duke of 
Monmouth was in Holland with ſeveral Engliſh Gentle- 
men, preparing for an Invaſion, he cauſed his Envoy at 
the Hague to demand of the States-General to deliver 
up Eighty Four Perſons, amongſt whom Mr. Locke 

was included under the Stile of the Earl of Shaftsbury's | 
Secretary; tho he always lived with the Earl as a Friend, -« 
and not as a Servant : His Name was ſuppos'd indeed 1 
to have been inſerted by the Engliſh Conſul, for it was 
{aid he was not included in the King's Liſt. However, 
notwithſtanding he had been ſo precautious as to leave 
Amſterdam a conſiderable Time before, to avoid being 
charged with having any Share in the Duke of Mon- 
mouth's Enterprize, he was obliged to flee from Place 
to Place, and ſecret himſelf amongſt the Friends his ex- 
cellent Qualifications had gain'd him in that Country. 
After the Storm was blown over he returned to Amſter- 
dam, and, in the Year 1687, he conſtituted a Weekly 
Aſſembly of the moſt learned and ingenious Men there, 
for the Sake of converſing upon Subjects of Importance: 
Amongſt whom were Mr. Le Clerc and Mr Lim- 
 borch. 
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">. February 1689, he return'd to E ngland in the Fleet 
inted to convoy the Princeſs of Orange. It is ſaid 

2 might eaſily have obtain'd a very conſiderable Poſt 
under King William, but he choſe to content himſelf 
with that of Commiſſioner of Appeals, worth little 

more than two hundred Pounds per Aunum. The King 
would gladly have honoured him with a Public Cha. 
rater, and accordingly. offered him his Choice at what 
N | Court it would be moſt ſuitable to his Health and Incli- 
| nation to reſide as an Envoy. But he handſomely ex- 
4 cus'd himſelf from accepting the Offer, upon the Ac- 
count of his il] State of Health. | 
wu - In 1695, he was appointed one of the Commiflioners 
of Trade and Plantations, a Place reputed worth a thou- 
fand Pounds a Year. In this Office he acquitted himſelf 
with Honour till 1700, and then reſign'd it, by Reaſon 
of his Aſtmatic Diſorder, which render'd him unable to 
bear the Air of Landon any longer. 


: 
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The laſt Feurteen or Fifteen Years of his Life, he 
paſs'd at Sir Francis Maſham's Country Seat (about 
Twenty Five Miles diſtant from London) call'd Oates, 
in the County of Eſſex. How he ſpent his Time in 
this Retirement, Mr. P. Coſte, a Gentleman very inti- 
mate with him, and much in his Company, gives the 
following Relation : «© During this agreeable Retire- 
« ment, ſays he, he apply'd himſelf eſpecially to the 
Study of the holy Scripture; and employ'd the laſt 
E Fears of his Life in hardly any Thing elſe. He was 
* c never weary of admiring the great Views of that ſa- 
| c cred Book, and the juſt Relation of all its Parts; He 
every Day made Diſcoveries in it, that gave him 
<6 freſh 


57 My. JOHN LOCKE”* 3 

& freſh Cauſe of Admiration; It is ſtrongly reported . 
cc in England, that thoſe Diſcoveries will be commu- 
r nicated to the Public. If ſo, the whole World, I 
& am confident, will have a full Proof of what was ob- 
ce ſerved by all that were near Mr. Lock® to the laſt 
« Part of his Life; I mean, that his Mind never ſuf- 


& fer'd the leaſt Decay, tho' his Body grew every Day 
ce viſibly weaker and weaker,” 


T he Beginning of Summer was generally a Time 

of Reſtoration to him, with Regard to his Health ; but 
at the Return of that Seaſon, immediately before his 
Deceaſe, he found his Strength fail him to ſuch a De- 
gree, that he often faid, tho! with great Compoſure, 
he fore-ſaw his End was nigh. At length, his Legs 
began to ſwell, and as the Swelling increaſed his 
Strength diminiſhed. In his Sickneſs he declared, He 
<« was in the Sentiments of perfect Charity towards all 
c Men, and of a ſincere Union with the Church of 
c CHRIST under whatever Name diſtinguiſh'd. He 
exhorted Lady Maſpam, who fat by his Bed, to © re- 
“ gard this World only as a State of Preparation for 
& à better.” He frequently recommended the dili- 
gent Reading of the Scriptures to ſuch as were preſent 
with uncommon Ardency, and appeared to have a 
deep and grateful Senſe of the Bleflings God had fa- 
voured him with, which he delighted to enumerate to 
his Friends, declaring his Reſignation to the Will of 
God, and his firm Hopes in his Promiſes. October 
26, 1704, Mr. Coſte found him in his Cloſet upon his 
Knees, but ſo weak, he was unable to riſe without 
Aſſiſtance. The next Day he continued in Bed, and 
deſiring to be remembered at Evening - Prayers, Lady 


; B EE Maſham 
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1 Maſbam told him, if he pleas'd, the whole Family 
ſhould come and pray by him in his Chamber, which 

he gladly accepted. He then gave ſome neceſſary Or- 

I ders with much Serenity, and an Occaſion offering to 
29 Mark mention the Goodneſs of God, he mightily extolbd 
EH NULL — the Greatneſs of that Love that died to open a Way for 


| Reader — the Reſtoration of Mankind; crying out, O, the 
_ Depth of the Riches of the Goodneſs and Knowledge of 
. FAN Jena God ! And was extremely thankful that he was called 
[ 2 Js Aeon, to the Knowledge of his divine Saviour. He likewiſe 
| tab he /Jpreſs'd thoſe about him to read the Scriptures atten- 
1. * . tively, and to apply themſclves ſincerely to the Prac- 
f "tice of all their Duties; adding, By this Means 
7“ you will be more happy in this World, and ſecure 
to yourſelves the Poſſeſſion of eternal Felicity in the 
other.“ Lady Maſham offering to fit up with him, 
7 Ui he would not ſuffer her, but told her if he perceived 
himſelf change, he would have her call'd. He ſlept 
. euere none that Night; but in the Morning deſired to riſe. 
. 2 #824 4e. Accordingly he was carried into his Study, and placed 
[1 1 Cul n an eaſy Chair, where he ſometimes doz'd and ſlept 
| 2 Aug heat g, a little. Whereupon, ſeeming to be ſomething re- 
2 E Gra t hide; freſh'd, he was dreſs'd in the Manner he lately uſed, 
SEPA 22 And took a little Small- Beer; and hearing Lady Ma- 
| 4 m reading the Pſalms in a low Voice, he deſir'd _F- 
| dere hon 25 ould read louder, which ſhe did, and to which he 
$4: Un cee Kalli gave great Attention, till feeling the Pains of Death 
+ „ . he deſir'd her to break off, and expir'd pre- 


E A 1 ſently after, October 28, 1704. in the erenty third 
Tear of his Age. 


eee, Man ! 


9 He was a Man of the moſt extenſive Knowledge 
27 wy perhaps, this Nation has produc'd. Deep in 
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Penetration, and ſolid in Judgment. No Man un- 

derſtood Buſineſs, Books, and Men better than Mr. 

Lock. He was a true Philoſopher, i. e. a Lover of 

Wiſdom, and no lefs a Deſpiſer of Cunning. He 
was obliging, affable, and facetious. The Gentleman 
appeared as beautiful in him as the Philoſopher. He | 
was grave, free and chearful in Sickneſs as well as in 4 4 , 1 

Health. He would frequently ridicule that Affectation of d 

_Preciſeneſs and Auſterity, apparent in ſome Pretenders to. A 9 — 
Philoſophy, as we as well as to Religion, which renders them doug. 4. 

ſo ridiculous, by diſplaying their Vanity and Self. Con- y Some limnte 
/s + eit to the World. J. He much admired that Maxim * 
22 of Recheft Rochefaucault, That Preciſeneſs is a Myſtery of the WA if 14 J. 
— Body invented to conceal the Defefts of the Mind, He am 42147. . ; 
was a great Lover of folid Truths, and good Reaſon- 2 A ne Long 
ing; wiſely applying his Reaſon to every Thing, to 4, e, 

_ try its real Worth and Service; which LAY him, <2, 
a hearty Deſpiſer of Plays, Romances, and all the idle, ETA 7; 
Indecent, and hurtful Whimſies of the blindly ador'd „ EP 
| Ancients, as well as the conceited modern Verſifiers. 23 "0 | 
He had likewiſe a great Averſion to the Works of little mane MM I 
Dabblers, and Dealers in uſeleſs Hypotheſes, and all %, 4, 4 
ſuch as trifle away their own, and their Reader's Time e 21 
in Criticiſms upon Words, and Things of no Impor- 2 

tance, Mr. Coſte informs us, he was naturally 
„ « ſomething Choleric; but his Anger never laſted 
e long. If he retained any Reſentment, it was a- 
| 2 gxlaſt himſelf, for having. given Way to fo ridicu- 
„ Jous a Paſſion; which, as he uſed to ſay, may do. 
a great deal of Harm, but never yet did the leaſt 


& Good.” hee „ 


One Method he took to improve himſelf in the 
Knowledge of uſeful Arts, was by accommodating him- 
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5 to the Reach of all Capacities: * With a Gar- 
4 dener, \ſays Mr. Coſte, he would talk of Gardening ; z 
e with a Jeweller, of a Diamond; with a Chymiſt, of 
« Chymiſtry, c. By this, ſaid he himſelf, ] pleaſe 
& all thoſe Men, who commonly can ſpeak pertinent- 
<« ly upon nothing elſe. As they believe I have an 
« Eſteem for their Profeſſion, they are charm'd with 
é ſhewing their Abilities before me; and J, in the 
_ .-  <: mean N improve my ſelf by their Diſcourſe,” | 
= - The Gercrality of. Authors are ſtifly W of 
their own Conceits; he knew, Humanum eſt erraręz 
5 7 45 to be a Truth, and therefore ſteer'd in a different 
"Channel, declaring, he ſhould - be glad to 
tc prefer Truth to any of his Opinions. eee bee { 


E. 


It muſt be acknowledg'd, he had one Notion which 
was very uncourtly; i. e. He would not hold an Em- 
ployment without doing the Duties of it. And what is 
very uncommon, he acted accordingly, For when 
his Aſtmatic Diſorder had rendered him incapable to 
act with his wonted Regularity in his Office, he pri- 
vately reſigned it up to the King, tho' a Place of a 
thouſand Pounds per Annum. And when he was re- 
proach'd with it by ſome Perſon of Honour, no Queſ- 
tion, he reply'd, he very well knew, he might have 
& made an Advantage of it; and this was the very 
£© Reaſon why he communicated his Deſign to no 
% Body. Adding, I received this Place from the 

„King himſelf, and to him i aeolved to reſtore it, 
to diſpoſe of it as he thought Proper.“ 


Hi 
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Air obſerved at Oxford by the Barometer, T hermome: 
ter, and Hydrometer, from June 24, 1666, to March 
28, 166/. 2, K Letter concerning Toleration. 3. 
A Second Letter on the ſame Subject. 4. A Third 6n 
the ſame, 5. A Fourth left unfiniſhed, and publiſh'd 
amongſt his poſthumous Works. 6. Several Pieces in 
the Second Tome of the Bibliotheque Univerſelle, 7. 


An Eſſay concerning Human Underſtanding, 8. Two 


Treatiſes of Government. In the former the falſe Prin- 
ciples of Sir Robert Filmer, and his Followers are de- 
tected and overthrown, The latter is an Eſſay con- 
cerning the true Original, Extent, and End of civil 
Government. 9. Some Conſiderations of the Conſe- 

quences of the lowering of Intereſt, and raiſing of the 
Value of Money, in a Letter to a-Member of Parlia- 
ment. 10. Some Obſervations on a printed Paper, 
entitled, For encouraging coining Silver-Money in En- 
gland, &c. 11. Further Obſervations concerning raiſ- 
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His Writings: are 1. A Regiſter of the Changed of 


ing the Value of Money, &c. 12. Some Thoughts 


concerning Education. 13. The Reaſonableneſs of Chri- 


ſtianity as delivered in the Scriptures. This Book was 
extremely offenſive to the corrupt and ſelfiſh Part of the 
Clergy, both high and low, its Doctrine, it ſeems, 
bent too ſtrongly againſt the Foundation of their two fa- 
yourite Idols, owner and Intereſt, by teaching Salva- 
tion by Cbriſt alone. The generous Mr. Samuel Bold, 

ector of Steeple in Dorſet, appeared in its Favour, 
and notwithſtanding the Oppoſition of his Brethren, in- 
geniouſly obſerves, Were the Reaſanableneſs of Chri- 

„ flianity, &c. generally read with Deliberation, and 
6s rightly underſtood, and (what I apprehend to be) = 
« its main Deſign well follow'd, it would be of emi. 


nent 
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« nent Uſe, amongſt other good Purpoſes, to theſe two; 
« firſt, to effect an happy Alteration in particular Per- 
& ſons: For if more Time and Pains were employ'd in 
& bringing People to a ſound Conviction, and full Per- 
de ſwaſion that JESUS zs the CHRIsT, and only Savi- 
& c of Sinners, and of their own perſonal Need of 
« him; and leſs of each in ſquabbling about Terms 
« Men have devis'd to expreſs'd their own Conceits re- 
<« Jating to Points, which CHRISTH and his Apoſtles 
c have. deliver'd in eaſy and unaffected Words; there 
c would not be ſuch great Numbers every where who 
<c pretend to be Chriſtians merely becauſe it is the Fa- 
c ſhion and Mode of the Country to make that Pro- 
ce feſſion, but we might, upon good Grounds, expect, 
< that Multitudes would be Chriſtians upon a rational 
< and 1 Choice." CZ: Ser ls 3 ede gore be 


14. A Vindication of the Reaſonableneſs of Chriſt- 
ſtianity, &c. 15. A Second Vindication of the Rea- 
ſonableneſs of Chriſtianity. 16. A Letter to the Right 


Reverend Edward Lord Biſhop of Worcęſter, concern- 


ing ſome Paſſages relating to Mr. Locke's Eſſay on 
Human Underſtanding, &c. 17. Reply to the Right 
Reverend the Lord Biſhop of Worceſter, &c. 18. Re- 
ply to the Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop of Worcefg 
ter's Anſwer to his Second Letter, Ec. 19. Poſthu- 
mous Works of Mr. Locke, containing 1. The Con- 


duct of the Underſtanding, 2. An Examination of 
Malebranche's Opinion of ſeeing all Things in God. 
3. A Diſcourſe of Miracles. 4. Part ofa fourth Let- 
ter on Toleration. 5. Memoirs relating to the Life of 
Anthony, firſt Earl of Shaftsbury. 6. A new Method 
ef a Common-Place Book. 20. A Paraphraſe and 


Notes 


. 
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Notes on the Epiſtles of St. Paul to the Galatians, Ro- : 
mans, Corinthians and Epheſians, To which is pre- 


fix'd, an Eſſay for the Underſtanding of St. Paul's 
Epiſtles, by conſulting St. Paul himſelf, 21. Fa- 
miliar Letters between Mr. Locks and ſeveral of 
his Friends. 22, A Collection of ſeveral Pieces of Mr. 
Johx Locks, This Contains 1, The fundamental 


Conſtitutions of Carolina. 2. A Letter from a Perſon 


of Quality to his Friend in the Country, giving an Ac- 
count of the Debates and Reſolutions in the Houſe of 
Lords, in April and May 1675. Concerning this, ſays 
the ingenious Andrew Marvel, „ This Debate laſted 
c many Days with Eagerneſs on both Sides, and the 
cc Reaſons but on One; and ſpeaking of our Author's 
Relation of it, he tells us, it was the next Seſſion 
«+ burnt by Order of the (Court) Lords, but the 
Sparks of it will eternally fly in their Faces.“ 3. 
Remarks upon Mr. Norr:s. 4. Elements of natural 
Philoſophy. 5. Some Thoughts concerning Reading 


and Study for a Gentleman. 6. A Collection of Let- 


ters to ſeveral Perſons. And, 7. Rules of a Society, 
which met once a Week for their Improvement in 


uſeful Knowledge, and for the promoting of . 
and Chriſtian Charity. 


* 4 N 42 875 
I ee e, 


Ju 7 Publiſhed, 
Printed for H. SLATE * near Clare- Mar be ; F. 


NozlLE, at Otway's Head, in St. Martin c- 

Court, near Leiceſter- Feilds; T. Wricur, at 

the Bible, in Exeter-Exchange; and J. Dun- 

cAN, in St. Martin's Court, near Leiceſter- 
Fields. ; | bs 


I. Oxana, or the Fortunate Miſtreſs, being a Hiſtory 

| of the Life and vaſt Variety of Fortunes of Made- 
moilelle de Beleau. Price bound 3 s. 

II. The Entertaining Hiſtory of Hypolitus Earl of Doug- 

las, with the ſecret Hiſtory of Macbeth King of Scot- 
land. To which is added, the Art of Love, or the A- 
mours of Count Schlick and a young Lady of Quality. Price 
and 3s. m = | 
III. The Free-Thinker, 3 vol. 12mo. by Ambroſe 
Philips Eſq; Author of the Diſtreſſed Mother, Biſhop 
Burnet, &c. The fourth Edition. To which is added, 
never befqre printed, the Life of John of Leyden the Enthu- 
ſiaſt. Price 7 s 6d. 

IV. The experienced Farrier, or Farrying compleated, 
with Directions for Cure of all Diſtempers incident to Horſes. 
with ſeveral new Receipts never beſore printed. Price 5 s. 
V. II Tortegiano, or the -Courtier : Written by the 
Learned Conte Baldaſſar Caſtiglione, and a new Verſion of 
the ſame into Engliſh. Together with his other celebrated 
Pieces, as well Latin as Italian, both in Proſe and Verſe. 
To which is prefix'd, The Life of the Author. By A. P. 

Caſtiglione, Gent. The Second Edition. Price bound 
10+ 00. -. Fd 

VI. A compleat Collection of Engliſh Proyerbs ; alſo 
the moſt celebrated Proverbs of the Scotch, Italian, French, 
Spaniſh, and other Languages. By the late Reverend and 
learned J. Ray, Mü. A” and Fellow of the Royal Society. 
To which is added, (Written by the ſame Author) A Col- 
lection of Engliſh Words not generally uſed. The Third 

Edition, augmented with many hundreds of Words, Ob- 
ſervations, Letters,: Kc. 5 | 
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